preface

WELCOME TO AMSTERDAM SCIENCE !
Welcome to the very first edition of the magazine Amsterdam Science. Why this
combination? Amsterdam has a history as a city of scholars. With two universities,
two academic medical centres and more than a dozen research institutes and
national research centres, the Dutch capital offers a unique environment for all those
captivated by nature and the science developed to describe and understand it.
In an effort to make this science accessible to all we decided to make a
popular science magazine for Amsterdam. Almost a year ago the first steps were
taken: organisation of an editorial board, financial support, developing a format
with our designers. Although this initiative was born in the Faculty of Science of
the University of Amsterdam, the editors of AmSci soon realised that the many
interactions we have with the whole Amsterdam science community called for a
wider scope. Scientists from the VU University Amsterdam and CWI were welcomed
to the editorial board and the team behind the magazine you are now reading took
form. We cover all research areas being pursued in Amsterdam: mathematics,
chemistry, astronomy, physics, biological and biomedical sciences, health science,
ecology, earth and environmental sciences, forensic science, computer science
and logic. The core of the magazine is formed by articles from Master’s and PhD
students, as well as from postdocs and senior researchers. The goal is the same
– that of communicating the newest and most interesting science taking place in
Amsterdam to a broad audience. This is an opportunity to show each other, and
the rest of the world, the enormous creativity, quality, diversity and enthusiasm
that characterises the Amsterdam science community. Each issue also carries an
in-depth interview, a column and information for and from alumni.
We are proud of the first edition. It has been quite an adventure, creating a
magazine starting from scratch, and we hope you enjoy browsing through some
of the best science Amsterdam has to offer. We will have reached our goal if
this first issue stimulates you to participate and to submit a contribution via our
website: www.amsterdamscience.org. If you have any remarks about the content
of the magazine or if you have suggestions for interesting subjects, then please
contact us (magazine-science@uva.nl). Our special thanks goes to all those
who have contributed articles and other material for the inaugural issue, to the
other members of the editorial board and to our highly organised and irrepressibly
cheerful magazine manager, Heleen Verlinde.
Finally, we wish you an inspiring and informative read.
On behalf of the Editors-in-Chief,
Michel Haring
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ABOUT THE COVER IMAGE:
The earliest cell cleavage
stages in an embryo of the
sea anemone Nematostella
vectensis. Individual cells
are made visible by injecting
RNA that encodes a fluorescent
fusion protein. More
information on pag. 5.

